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" My policy is therefore to create within the next twelve years a fleet which is in keeping with the requirements of the same, and whose strength shall not be far removed in essentials from that laid down in Your Excellency's first memorandum of 1872. . . ."
Jameson's raid upon the Boer Republic and the Kriiger telegram had blundered into the middle of this correspondence. The outbreak of hatred, envy, and anger which the Kriiger-telegram let loose in England upon Germany contributed more than anything else to open the eyes of wide sections of the German people to our economic position and the necessity for a fleet.
But whilst German public opinion hailed the Kriiger telegram with joy and vented itself in repeated philippics against England during the next few years, I considered the Kriiger telegram itself, and all the ensuing challenges to England, to be both regrettable and dangerous. They betrayed a widespread ignorance of England, of her power and of our impotence. The attempt to form a sea-power, which was difficult enough in itself because it was undertaken so late, was further endangered thereby, although England's isolation at that time and her difficulties with the Boers obscured from the eyes of the people the danger zone which we had to pass through in building a fleet.
I still maintain to-day that the attempt to work our way through to real world-political freedom by the construction of a fleet could not be left untried. The German people will not lack occasion during the years following the world-war to test the truth of this, and